June 12, 2004

Hi Calvin,

It is good to hear from you. I was planning on      

e-mailing you this weekend. We just returned from our

trip late Wednesday night. 

First, I would like to thank you again for your help.

I do not think we would have had as wonderful of a

time if you had not e-mailed me your information. Your

suggestions and experiences helped to make our

vacation wonderful - you were 100% on point.

Second, the Caneel Bay Resort is magnificent. The

beaches were beautiful. Staff was friendly (island

friendly on their own time) Food was great! We rented

a jeep and used Caneel's boat for transportation as

you suggested. When we rented the jeep, I was very

frightened by the steep hills but I just covered my

eyes with a map. At one point, the jeep's wheels were

spinning but there was no tread because the roads were

wet - I thought I was going to have heart failure

right there but somehow we made it up the hill!!

The only two things I would change about the resort is

first to have cushions on the beach chairs and second

is to upgrade the room furnishings. For the price, the

room was not that magnificent although we were still

very pleased. We had an opportunity to upgrade,

starting the second day, to a beach front room on

Little Caneel bay but the room where we were staying

(tennis room on the end unit with the stone bathroom)

was nice so we decided not to upgrade. Also, the

grounds were so magnificent and well kept that we

thought the price for staying at the resort was well

worth it!

The resort is so peaceful. The equator restaurant was

lovely with a beautiful sunset view at night. I loved

the banana cheesecake!! Did you try it?? I would not

recommend the crème Brule dessert. I sent it back

because it tasted extremely eggy, although the waiter

claimed it had a passion fruit flavor.

What makes this resort so unique is the mix between

the national park, the birds etc.. and the beautiful

beaches. Also, the donkeys were fun to watch!

In the jeep, we explored the island. We went to Cruz

Bay and bought some spices (jerk caribbean spice) from

a store. We also went to Trunk Bay, the world's most

photographed beach, but I found that the beaches at

Caneel were just as beautiful!  

At the resort, we also signed up for a day trip to

Virgin Gorda (the baths and to the sister resort

Little Dix Bay). Little Dix Bay and the baths were

beautiful. We went to the beaches and snorkeled and

then had lunch at Little Dix. Then, we returned that

evening. However, that same evening, we missed the

sunset cruise which I heard was fun and relaxing.

What I really liked about this resort is that I did

not feel nickled and dimed or that I was staying at a

commercialized resort. We visited the Westin and I am

so happy we did not stay there. Although the Westin

was nice, it was crowded and it was a resort suited

more for children. At Caneel, there were many

activities, restaurants varying from formal to

informal, and a sense that you could practically be on

your own private beach - I loved Scott's beach and

Turtle bay's beach. Did you go to honeymoon beach?? We

never made it there. What were your favorite beaches??

We were amazed at how many very young couples were at

the resort on their honeymoon! 

Anyway, we had a wonderful time, and this is the only

resort that I have ever been to that I would return to

a second time - maybe next year! 

Hope you have a nice weekend! 

Take Care,

Kim

